
Question Answer

Are travel costs covered to attend the National 
Assessment Centres in Sydney?

Yes.

If someone is not in Australia during some of the 
assessment periods, are they excluded from applying? 
For example the National assessment centre stage in 
Dec.

Candidates who are selected to attend the National Assessment Centre must 
attend in person.If you are not able to attend then unfortunately you are not 
eligible.

Will applicants get a chance to practice the online 
assessment test, or at least know exactly what it 
entails? I haven't ever done anything like that before 
and it sounds vaguely scary :)

Don't be scared! It's a fun and interactive assessment. Sorry, but no practice 
runs!

Does the selection criteria give any preference of 
special consideration to a student that lived for 5 years 
or longer in a rural area?

No, although we do encourage a diverse cohort.

How much do extra-curricular activities weight in the 
application? Specifically, under leadership and 
community engagement is it necessary to be someone 
who's always organizing and running events and 
groups, or is  involvement in the form of leading by 
example and participating in teams also valued?

Leadership comes in many guises, all of which may be considered. 

When does the psychometric assessment run? From the 13 - 19 September

Do the assessors place much emphasis on 
extracurriclar activies and volunteering?

All of the parts of the application are considered by the assessors.

Can you please clarify the exclusion of NZ citizens. 
Currently NZ citizens recieve an special visa on arrival 
in Australia (equivalent ot Permanent residence) and 
are not able to apply for australian citizenship. Does 
this mean NZ nationals are not premitted to apply ? 
(even if they are living permanently in Australia)

That is correct. To be eligible, you must be an Australian citizen or hold 
permanent resident status. 

Is there any exlcusion for students whom have already 
recieved a post graduation degree, but still are eligible 
for completing an undergraduate degree after 
september 2014?

No - as long as you completed your undergraduate degree after Sep 2014.

Is there an age limit? No, although the program is designed for those early in their career.

Please clarify what you mean by recent graduates? You must have completed your undergraduate degree AFTER 1 Sep 2014

what about Master by Research students? Master by Research is included.

Does Honours count as having completed 
undergraduate? In otherwords, are honours students 
eligible candidates?

Yes.

If you are applying for the Future Leaders and RTP 
scholarships and if you are offered both do you just 
decline the RTP or can you take both so as to get the 
extra money for equipment/travel etc.?

You are able to hold both the RTP and the Westpac Future Leaders 
Scholarship. Please refer to the budget section of the Funding Guidelines for 
more information.

Does it have to be full time study or is part time 
applicable for the scholarship? If it is full time study, if 
our study schedule changes, ie for personal reasons, 
are we still eligible if we've started our program? 

Yes, you must study full time. If circumstances change during the program, 
these are handled on a case by case basis.

Should the undergraduate studies be done in Australia? Your undergraduate degree may be from any institution globally. 

Hi guys, I am doing honours at the moment and I have 
an average of 90%, however my bahelors is only 70 % 
am i still eligible?

Yes. 

I am currently studying Honours at the moment, and will 
not have my results prior to application due date. I am 
currently on track for a H1A, so in this situation, how 
would my application be considered?

As long as you are on track for a H1A, you can still apply. 

Would a close-call of (eg) 74% honours grade be 
disqualified?

Not necessarily. Those we support typically have a minimum of 75%, 
however this is one part of the application and I encourage you to apply.
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For students with both an undergraduate and post-
graduate degree (i.e. looking to do a PHD), are both 
WAMs considered, or just the undergraduate?

Both.

Hi, if someone has started a PhD in the second 
semester of 2019, are they eligible to apply?

No. All study must commence in 2020.

Do the acceptance rules to do with starting dates mean 
that nobody beginning in the second semester is 
eligible to apply for the future leaders scholarship?

Study may commence any time in 2020. Second semester start is OK.

Just to clarify, my understanding is that I would not be 
eligible as I have completed my undergraduate degree 
in 2013 and completed my masters by coursework in 
2014. Is this correct? 

Correct. you must have completed your undergraduate degree AFTER 1 Sep 
2014

If I receive the scholarship, is it possible to defer it for a 
year?

No. You must commence study in 2020. I encourage you to apply in 2020 for 
2021 study.

What if I completed my undergrad in 2012 but have 
done a post grad dip in education 2015. Is that still 
alright to apply?

You must have completed your undergraduate degree AFTER 1 Sep 2014, 
so unfortunately you are not eligible.

Can we still apply if we are starting this year because 
we missed out on the scholarship application last year?

No. You must commence study in 2020. 

Can we defer by 6 months? You must commence study between 1 Jan and 31 December 2020. 

Applications for my course don't open until after written 
applications close. Does this matter?

No. However you must update us as your application progresses within your 
university. 

Do you have to do a research project as part of the post-
grad course (i.e. if you're doing stats you might not 
have a project/ research topic)?

You will need to do whatever is required for the course you are enrolled in. 

Can you please clarify for scientific research what would 
be ruled out in terms of being medical? 

Funding requests for the purpose of medical research as defined in the ARC 
Medial Research Policy on the Australian Research Council website are 
excluded. I encourage you to work with your university's research office to 
assist in determining if this is applicable to your research.

Do we have to contact the university we intend to 
undertake our international experience in, prior to 
application submission?

No. We ask for a draft plan and budget only.

For a PhD do we apply to the university before finding 
out if our application was successful, or can we apply 
and submit our PhD application after finding out?

You must make contact with the university before applying for the scholarship 
as we require a letter of support from the university.

Do we need a letter of support from the University we're 
applying to not the University you came from?

Correct - from the university you will be attending.

What are the 8 partner universities that can be applied 
to?

University of Adelaide, ANU, University of Melbourne, Monash University, 
University of Queensland, University of Sydney, NSW and University of 
Western Australia. 

Is there a required minimum achievement in your 
further education course post receiving the 
scholarship?

No.

How much detail do you need regarding my study plan? Enough to give the assessors an idea of what you what to do. The maximum 
word count in the application form is a good guide on this.

Can I nominate more than one university as I am 
applying at more than one?

No, you must only nominate one university. 

Is it possible to apply to the program to undertake a 
PhD if i'm already enrolled in a Masters program? (I'd 
like to do them concurrently)

To be eligible you must be undertaking a full time load, therefore it would not 
be possible to do both. 

Does research or industry experience weigh more in 
general? Or does it depend more on the relevancy to 
the foundation's focus areas?

They are all taken into account.

Is a JD considered a masters program? JDs are not eligible for this scholarship.
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I'm doing a Masters by Coursework. Does Adelaide 
University qualify for above world standard in 
Organisational Psychology?

For a Masters by coursework, yes.

With the draft budget, does it include the international 
experience?

Yes.

Just wondering with the budget do consumable 
chemicals count as equipment for research?

Bench fees or the costs of scientific equipment or similar academic resources 
are excluded. The Trust expects such core costs to be covered by the 
university;I encourage you to check with your university on this.

Regarding the budget - normally a scholarship is seen 
as a stipend; lab costs etc. are normally covered 
outside of this. Will this scheme include both? If so, 
what should the person base their stipend on?

The stipend is one part of the scholarship. You can include an allowance for 
living expenses (stipend) that equal the RTP stipend amount ($27,596 for 
2019). If you are the recipient of a RTP, you are still eligible to apply however 
the stipend for the Future Leaders Scholarship is limited to a maximum of 
75% of the RTP stipend amount. This is a top-up and will be received in 
addition to the RTP award.For more information about what other expenses 
may be covered with the scholarship, please refer to the Funding Guidelines 
on our website.

Do we still qualify for a Commonwealth supported place 
if we we are granted this scholarship? E.g does our uni 
automatically decided to grant one over the other (for 
budgeting purposes)

Yes, you would still be eligible for a CSP.

Are scholars committed to completing what they outline 
in their application, especially in regards to the budget?

There is some flexiblity, as we appreciate your ideas may change from the 
time of application however the overall amount cannot be changed.

My international experience is going overseas and 
being part of a different research lab which works on a 
similar area to my PhD. For my application, how 
organised must it be considering it will be ~2 years 
away? Should I ask someone from the overseas lab to 
supply a letter of support?

No need for a letter of support from the overseas lab.

What kind of personal references would you suggest?
The Personal Reference is to be completed by a person who has a good 
understanding, and can provide examples, of the applicant’s character. The 
referee should not be related to the applicant and have known them for at 
least 2 years. The referes must specifically comment on the following:    • 
commitment to improving the lives of others;
• potential for leadership;
• how they engage and successfully collaborate with people from different 
disciplines and backgrounds.
All of this information is available on the reference templates on our website.

Regarding the referees, how do you choose your 
desired referee to write your recommendations?

Choose the person who can best be able to address the areas outlined in the 
referee templates.

What sort of a personal reference would you 
recommend? For example, would another university 
lecturer be appropriate, or would it be better to  get an 
old family friend or former colleague?

I recommend choosing someone who will be able to address the above 
areas.

The website says that a personal referee should be
someone I've known for two years. I've had a number
of work placements at university, but none for a period
greater than a year - does this mean I can't use my
previous employers as personal referees?

If your previous employers have not known you longer than 2 years, then, no, 
you may not use them as a reference.

Also, how appropriate is it to use peers as personal 
referees?  Most of the groups I've been involved in in 
leadership positions at University have been student 
run with little faculty interaction, and I'm wary of using 
another student as a reference

I recommend choosing someone who will be able to address the above 
areas. If another student is the best person to speak to your character, then 
that is fine.

Is it possible to save the references for after the first 
round of selections? It is quite a process to formally ask 
for a reference from current and past work colleagues.

The references must be included for you to be eligible. And usually people 
are more than happy to do this for you. 

Is there a registration fee? No.
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What is the best, most appropriate way to reach out to 
current scholars?

LinkedIn is probably the best avenue.

How many people apply? We are expecting approximately 200 applications.

How important is getting a nomination?
This does not affect the assessment process- it is a promotional tool for the 
program.


